
Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 6 March 2012] 

 p581c-581c 

Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

SENIORS SAFETY AND SECURITY REBATE 

1. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 

I refer to the Premier’s announcement on radio this morning that the seniors safety and security rebate will be 

continuing, despite the Department for Communities advice to seniors on its website that it will not. I quote from 

the website of just a few hours ago — 

The scheme … ends on 30 June 2012 with final applications to be received no later than 31 March 2012 

… 

(1) Why is the department advising that the scheme is ending if it is not? 

(2) What steps has the minister taken to ensure that seniors now know that they do not have to lodge their 

final application in the next 25 days? 

(3) For how long will the scheme be continuing? 

(4) How much money has been allocated to continuing the scheme? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. 

(1)–(4) This is a wonderful scheme for our seniors and I am really pleased that the Labor opposition recognises 

that. I said yesterday that we would extend the scheme from 31 March. The Premier backed that up this 

morning and said that we would keep the scheme going. We will be doing that, except for budget 

considerations for the next four years. When we started the program, which we did three years ago, we 

had an end date, and that was 31 March. Seniors knew that; it was in our Seniors Card Discount 

Directory, through which seniors can get discounts of up to $1 400. We therefore have a very good 

package for seniors. The money is there for the scheme to continue for both the security rebate and the 

fire safety rebate; each rebate is up to $200, making a total package of $400. The department was 

informed this morning, and I expect that it will very soon be removing that notice from its website if the 

31 March cut-off date is on there. As to when the scheme will cease, that is up to budget considerations. 

It may not cease; it may continue for the next four years, but we will be alerting seniors in seniors 

newspapers, and certainly on the website and at seniors centres, that this very good program will 

continue. 

 


